
 
  
 
   

 

PRESS RELEASE 

ITALIAN CRUISE DAY: the fourth edition of Italian Cruise Day, the reference 

event for the Italian cruise industry to be held in Naples on Friday 24 and 

Saturday 25 October, has been presented. 

 

Some of the Italian Cruise Watch 2014 data were anticipated: according to 

estimates made by Risposte Turismo, in Italy by the end of 2014 about 10.32 

million cruise passengers will have been handled by Italian ports (-8,97% 

with respect to 2013) and 4,676 cruise calls (-9,36%). 

 
 
The Italian cruise industry will gather in Naples on Friday 24 and Saturday 25 October. This 
year Naples will host the fourth edition of Italian Cruise Day, the reference event in Italy for all 
cruise sector operators (shipping companies, port authorities and cruise terminals, tour 
operators and travel agents, shipping agents and many others) conceived and organised by 
Risposte Turismo - research and consulting company for the macro tourism industry - this year 
in collaboration with the Naples Chamber of Commerce and with the support of and on the 
premises of Terminal Napoli. 
 
The press conference for the presentation of the event was held yesterday in the Sala Consiglio 
of the Naples Chamber of Commerce. Francesco di Cesare - President of Risposte Turismo, 
Maurizio Maddaloni - President of the Naples Chamber of Commerce, Bruno Russo - General 
Manager of Terminal Napoli, Francesco Galietti - National Director of CLIA Italy and Pietro 
Zanini - General Manager of the Sales Services Unit, Wärtsilä Italy were present. 
 
As for the previous three editions held, respectively, in Venice (2011), Genoa (2012) and 
Livorno (2013), Italian Cruise Day this year is intended to be an occasion to reflect on and 
debate the latest trends, the dynamics, production processes and the future prospects of the 
sector, with a rich programme of topics for discussion.  
 
After the opening speeches by the representatives of the Naples Chamber of Commerce, the 
Naples Port Authority and CLIA Europe, Italian Cruise Day will open this year with the 
presentation of the Italian Cruise Day award and the Assoporti award to the authors of 
outstanding dissertations on cruise production and cruise ports, chosen among the thesis 
realised by Italian recent graduates.  
 
Francesco di Cesare - President of Risposte Turismo - will get to the heart of matters by 
presenting Italian Cruise Watch 2014, the research report of reference on the cruise industry in 
Italy realised by Risposte Turismo, which contains the most up-to-date relevant data and 
forecasts for the future of the industry. 
 
The forecasts for the end of 2014, anticipated at yesterday's press conference, show a 
decrease compared to the data for 2013 both in the number of cruise passengers handled by 
Italian ports (-8.97% for a total of 10.32 million), and the number of cruise calls (-9.36% for a 
total of 4,676). 
 
In terms of passengers handled (embarks, disembarks and transits), the figure foreseen for 
2014 is the lowest of the last four years.  
 
These data are based on estimates provided to Risposte Turismo by 40 Italian cruise ports, 
which represent 99.5% of passenger traffic and 96% of cruise calls countrywide.  
 
On a regional level the forecasts of Risposte Turismo for 2014 show how Liguria is becoming, 
for the first time, the leading region in Italy in terms of the number of passengers handled in its 
ports, by virtue of the 2.34 million passengers handled (equal to 22.7% of expected cruise 



 
  
 
   

 

traffic), followed by Lazio (2.2 million), the Veneto (1.75 million), Campania (1.29 million) and 
Sicily (1 million).  
 
“The cruise product,” says Francesco di Cesare, “has reached maturity even in the 
Mediterranean area, as happened some time ago in the Caribbean. It is therefore normal to 
expect, in Italy too, trends and fluctuations in traffic. After a long period of uninterrupted growth, 
since the decline in 2012 with respect to 2011, there have been annual variations in the 
opposite direction, the result of factors external and internal to the sector. Further confirmation 
is given of the recovery expected for 2015, details of which are contained in the 2014 edition of 
Italian Cruise Watch which we will present in Naples on 24 October.” 
 
A detailed analysis of the results of each individual cruise port, according to Risposte Turismo 
estimates, shows that Civitavecchia, in 2014, will be in first place with 2.19 million passengers 
movements (-13.8% compared to 2013) and 837 cruise calls (-12.7%), followed by Venice, with 
1.74 million passengers (-3.9%) and 489 cruise calls (-10.8%) and Naples, a little more than a 
million passengers (-13.2%) and 425 cruise calls (-3.4%). 
 
At the end of the presentation of Italian Cruise Watch, and after two keynote speeches of 
special interest, the day will proceed as per the previous editions with a rich programme of 
events divided into 4 discussion sessions, 2 in the plenary session and two to be held later in 
parallel, on issues of particular relevance to the Italian cruise sector, addressed by the main 
actors and opinion leaders in the industry. 
 
The opening plenary session, entitled “The cruise industry in Italy: state of the art and future 
prospects” will highlight the most relevant aspects of the current scenario and the perspective of 
the Italian cruise industry, addressing topics ranging from investment in the sector to the 
potential of the product, from the creation of itineraries to relationships within the production 
chain. 
 
To be followed by two parallel sessions dedicated this year to, respectively, the sustainable 
future of cruises and the skills and professionalism required to work in the sector. 
 
The day will conclude with a closing plenary session entitled “Toward the South: the cruise 
industry in the South, between opportunities and obstacles”, during which the participants 
(public administrators, managers of harbour authorities and other businesses in the macro 
tourism industry) will discuss the opportunities of this part of the country for the development of 
cruise traffic in the Mediterranean basin as a whole. 
 
Confirmed again for this year is the presence of la Casa dei Porti Crocieristici Italiani (House 
of Italian Cruise Ports), a showcase and information point for the 14 cruise terminal companies, 
which to date have adhered to the initiative, to present to operators in the sector, public 
administrators and the press the results obtained, and the projects and initiatives planned. 
 
Italian Cruise Day 2014 will again host Spazio Giovani, a set of initiatives and activities that 
Risposte Turismo has chosen to devote to the world of young people and students including 
Carriere@ICD, the only Italian career day dedicated exclusively to the cruise world, launched 
on the occasion of the first edition of Italian Cruise Day. This year it is programmed for the 
morning of Saturday, 25 October in the same Congress Centre of the Maritime Station of 
Naples which will have hosted the forum the day before. 
 
The initiative will consist of a series of meetings between the 100 young people selected by the 
organisation and the human resources managers of some of the main companies in the sector 
including cruise companies, port authorities and cruise terminals, shipping agencies, tour 
operators and travel agency networks. 

http://www.italiancruiseday.it/programma/
http://www.italiancruiseday.it/lacasadeiporti/
http://www.italiancruiseday.it/spaziogiovani/
http://www.italiancruiseday.it/carriere/


 
  
 
   

 

 
“From the very first hypotheses underlying the Italian Cruise Day project,” continued Francesco 
di Cesare, “we wanted to make a feature of training opportunities and guidance for young 
people interested in the career prospects offered by the cruise sector. There is no future for a 
sector, and the companies that bring the sector to life, without the arrival of a new generation 
capable of ensuring growth in professionalism and renewed energy. For this reason we are 
convinced that facilitating the meeting of companies and students who are preparing to enter 
the world of work is a great advantage for both parties.” 
 
“The development of a tourist port and a focus on promotion and development policies for the 
resources of the sea, represent two fundamental activities of the Naples Chamber of 
Commerce”, stated the president of the Chamber of Commerce, Maurizio Maddaloni. He added 
that, “it was immediate as well as strategic for us to share the motivation for the choice of 
Naples and especially the content of the Italian Cruise Day due to the promotion of businesses 
in our metropolitan area. This event brings together the entire cruise system. Here in Naples, 
where we continue to live this eternal, mortifying period of receivership of the harbour, it takes 
on another meaning. In addition to being an opportunity for debate among all the different 
operators it provides an occasion to understand in more detail the reality of other ports.” 
 
“Two days of debate on all fronts,” stressed the president of the Naples Chamber of Commerce, 
“with discussion sessions and in-depth examination, putting Naples and its maritime and cruise 
port in the limelight; the need to modernise the facilities and provide them with efficient 
management, capable of facing global competition and challenges from foreign markets.” 
 
The lead sponsor of Italian Cruise Day 2014 is Wärtsilä Italy. Main sponsors of the initiative are 
Generali and Siat Assicurazioni. 
 
Participation in the event is possible upon registration. For further information, the agenda of the 
day and how to register: www.italiancruiseday.it 
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